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All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your 
children. (Isaiah 54:13 NKJV)

For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
(Proverbs 2:6 NKJV)

These words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children. (Deuteronomy 6:6-7 NKJV)

We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, His power, 
and the wonders He has done. He commanded our ancestors to teach their children, 
so the next generation would know them, and they in turn would tell their children. 

Then they would put their trust in God. (Psalm 78:4-7 NIV)

Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 
(Luke 2:52 NKJV)

It was Christ who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for 

works of service. (Ephesians 4:11-12 NIV84)

THE MINISTRY OF TEACHING
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2016 LEAD CONFERENCE 
EDUCATING FOR ETERNITY

Wednesday, October 5, 2016

6:30 pm
SONG SERVICE
Savior, Teach Me (193) / Heir of the Kingdom (594)

Vernon E. Rogers, Joy Alexander, 
Trudy Eide

6:40 WELCOME Artur Stele

PRAYER Marius Munteanu

BUSINESS MEETING OPENING G.T. Ng

INTRODUCTION Michael Ryan

THEME SONG:  “Like Jesus” (Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal 
#492)

STAND FOR THE RIGHT Ted N.C. Wilson

PRAYER Tom Lemon

HOMEWORK
George R. Knight, Educating for Eternity: A Seventh-day Adventist Philosophy of Education. 
(Berrien Springs, MI. Andrews University Press, 2015, pp. 47-83).

Chapter 3. 	 The Nature of the Student and the Reason for Adventist Education
Chapter 4.	 The Role of the Teacher and the Aims of Adventist Education
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2016 LEAD CONFERENCE 
EDUCATING FOR ETERNITY

Thursday, October 6, 2016

8:00 am WELCOME Ella S. Simmons, Session Chair

 PRAYER Richard Sabuin

THEME SONG:  “Like Jesus” Vernon Rogers, Joy Alexander, 
Trudy Eide

8:10
PLENARY 1: Ground Zero in the Great 
Controversy: The Struggle for the Minds and 
Hearts of the Next Generation

George Knight

9:00 PLENARY 2:  State of Adventist education report Lisa Beardsley-Hardy

9:30
PLENARY 3:  What do the data say about 
retention and education?

David J. B. Trim

9:50
QUIZ ON CHAPTER 3 “The Nature of the Stu-
dent and the Reason for Adventist Education”  

Hudson Kibuuka

10:00

PLENARY 3:  “Roles and relationships in 
the governance of Seventh-day Adventist 
institutions” / “Seventh-day Adventist 
Educational Institutions: Accountability for 
Mission”

Stanley Patterson

11:00 PLENARY 4: Boards of trustees and accreditors Armand Alacbay

12:00 NOON LUNCH

2:00 pm CALL TO ORDER Ella S. Simmons, Session Chair

Scripture Litany inside front and back cover of 
program

Edgard Luz & R.N. Prabhu Das
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2:05
Cognitive and non-cognitive factors contributing 
to academic success in Adventist education
Cognitive Genesis

Elissa Kido

2:50
QUIZ ON CHAPTER 4 “The Role of the Teacher 
and the Aims of Adventist Education”

John Wesley Taylor

3:00
Alternate models for achieving 
educational mission

Larry Blackmer

 Adventist Learning Community Adam Fenner

 Urban education Ella S. Simmons

“College” for cities and the example of Mongolia 
Adventist Dormitory

Jairyong Lee

MENA Waldensian students Leif Hongisto

Homeschooling Alayne D. Thorpe

4:15 INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION Ella S. Simmons

4:45
INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF MINISTERIAL AND 
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

Geoffrey Mbwana

5:15 THEME SONG: “Like Jesus”

PRAYER Gamaliel Flórez

HOMEWORK
George R. Knight, Educating for Eternity: A Seventh-day Adventist Philosophy of Education. 
(Berrien Springs, MI. Andrews University Press, 2015, pp. 85-108, 131-136).

Chapter 5. 	 Curriculum Considerations
Chapter 8.	 Closing Perspective
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2016 LEAD CONFERENCE 
EDUCATING FOR ETERNITY

Friday, October 7, 2016

8:00 am WELCOME Geoffrey Mbwana, Session Chair

 PRAYER Daniel Duda

THEME SONG:  “Like Jesus” Vernon Rogers, Joy Alexander, 
Trudy Eide

8:10 MORNING WORSHIP: The Divine Plan for Education George W. Reid

8:45
Increasing Student Access in K to 12 Education:  A 
Challenge for Adventist Education in the 21st Centruy

David R. Williams

9:30 DIVISION PRESIDENT REPORTS BASED ON 
CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES (8 minutes each)

Blasious M. Ruguri, president, East Central-Africa Division
Michael F. Kaminskiy, president, Euro-Asia Division
Israel Leito, president, Inter-American Division
Mario Brito, president, Inter-European Division
Rick McEdward, president, Middle East North Africa Union
Daniel R. Jackson, president, North American Division
Jairyong Lee, president, Northern Asia-Pacific Division

10:30 QUIZ ON CHAPTER 5  “Curriculum Considerations”  Mike Lekic

10:45 Solomon Maphosa, president, Southern Africa-Indian Ocean Division
Erton C. Kohler, president, South American Division
Ezras Lakra, president, Southern Asia Division
Saw Samuel, president, Southern Asia-Pacific Division
Glenn Townend, president, South Pacific Division
Raafat A. Kamal, president, Trans-European Division
Elie Weick-Dido, president, West Central-Africa Division
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11:45 QUIZ ON CHAPTER 8 “Closing Perspectives” Julian Melgosa

12:00
Formulation of actions to recommend 
to Annual Council 2016

Mike Ryan

12:20 LEAD EVALUATION Galina Stele

12:30 COMMITMENT Ted N. C. Wilson

12:55 CLOSING PRAYER Andrew Mutero

12:57 THEME SONG:  “Like Jesus”

1:00 pm LUNCH

HOMEWORK
Review and implement learning objectives over the next 10 months in preparation for 
recommendations to go to Annual Council 2017.
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2016 LEAD CONFERENCE 
THEME SONG 

JESUS INCREASED IN WISDOM AND STATURE, AND IN FAVOR WITH GOD AND MEN. (LUKE 2:52 NKJV)

Like Jesus
(Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal #492)

 

Teach, me, Father, what to say;
Teach me, Father, how to pray;

Teach me all along the way
How to be like Jesus.

 
Teach me that the time is short,
Teach me how to live and work,
Teach me that to never shirk Is

Is to be like Jesus.
 

Teach me how we may be one,
Like the Father and the Son;
And when all is overcome,

I will be like Jesus.
 

Refrain:
I would be like Jesus,
I would be like Jesus!

Help me, Lord, to daily grow
More and more like Jesus!
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND PROPOSED 
MOTIONS TO ANNUAL COUNCIL 

By the end of the LEAD conference participants will be able to:
1.	 Articulate the implications for fulfilling the mission of the Church in their territory through Sev-

enth-day Adventist education.
2.	 Describe plans to increase the number of primary schools.
3.	 Identify measures to mitigate the negative impact of unintended consequences of more schools:

a.	 financial pressures (local church, denominational appropriations) 
b.	 insufficiency of Seventh-day Adventist teachers (do not want low-quality schools taught by con-

tract teachers)
c.	 accreditation and national recognition
d.	 need for resourcing and accountability by boards, union, division and GC staffing

4.	 Describe supporting actions that will be taken to achieve objectives 2 and 3.
5.	 Commit to these goals and actions as division/Union long-term agenda for education.
6.	 Formulate recommendations for action by Annual Council:

EDU to ESS-LEAD16AC+16AC+17AC(DIV)
115-16G  EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY AND PLAN

RECOMMENDED,  To authorize General Conference Education, in collaboration with the world divisions, to devel-
op a supporting philosophy and plan to be approved by the 2017 Annual Council, which will include the following:
1.	 Establishment of measurable goals to increase the number of pre-kindergarten/elementary and sec-

ondary schools over the next five years;
2.	 Establishment of measureable outcomes that raise the standard of academic excellence;
3.	 Establishment of clear curriculum policies and indicators that position schools to nurture in the hearts 

of students a culture of church involvement and a broad spectrum of mission skills;
4.	 Incorporation of the resources of the Biblical Research Institute and the Geoscience Research In-

stitute in the Accrediting Association of Seventh-day Adventist Schools, Colleges, and Universities 
(AAA) process that clearly requires all accredited schools to advocate for and teach as truth the Fun-
damental Beliefs as voted by the General Conference Session;

5.	 Development of policy and criteria that define a new tier of Adventist education described as High 
Impact Schools (HIS). 

6.	 Definition and development of standards for other models of education, e.g. homeschools, resi-
dence hall non-degree awarding “college,” pastoral-led classes, online Massive Open Online Cours-
es, etc., in a way that enables such students to be a part of Seventh-day Adventist education;

7.	 Definition of the core of Adventist education at all levels and ensure alignment with AAA and HIS 
criteria, with latitude beyond threshold requirements; and

8.	 Development of a statement describing the biblical basis for Seventh-day Adventist education. 
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST EDUCATION 
WORLD STATISTICS 

DECEMBER 31, 2015

SCHOOLS TEACHERS STUDENTS

PRIMARY 5,705 51,965 1,188,910

SECONDARY 2,336 36,711 583,946

WKR TRAINING 54 575 8,166

TERTIARY 114 13,528 142,530

TOTALS 8,209 102,779 1,923,552
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STATE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
EDUCATION REPORT 
LISA BEARDSLEY-HARDY, PHD, MPH

Director of Education
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

01 02

03 04

05 06
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STATE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST EDUCATION REPORT - LISA BEARDSLEY-HARDY
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STATE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST EDUCATION REPORT - LISA BEARDSLEY-HARDY
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STATE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST EDUCATION REPORT - LISA BEARDSLEY-HARDY
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ADVENTIST LEARNING COMMUNITY
ADAM FENNER, PHD

Director of Adventist Learning Community
North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists
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ADVENTIST LEARNING COMMUNITY - ADAM FENNER
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ADVENTIST LEARNING COMMUNITY - ADAM FENNER
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ADVENTIST LEARNING COMMUNITY - ADAM FENNER
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ADVENTIST LEARNING COMMUNITY - ADAM FENNER
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ADVENTIST LEARNING COMMUNITY - ADAM FENNER
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THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
EDUCATIONACHIEVING SDA MISSION  

ELLA SMITH SIMMONS, EDD
General Vice President

General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

01 02

03 04
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THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATIONACHIEVING 
SDA MISSION - ELLA SMITH SIMMONS
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COGNITIVE AND NON-COGNITIVE FACTORS
Contributing to academic success in Adventist education

ELISSA KIDO, ED.D
Professor of Education

La Sierra University
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COGNITIVE AND NON-COGNITIVE FACTORS, CONTRIBUTING TO ACADEMIC 
SUCCESS IN ADVENTIST EDUCATION - ELISSA KIDO
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COGNITIVE AND NON-COGNITIVE FACTORS, CONTRIBUTING TO ACADEMIC 
SUCCESS IN ADVENTIST EDUCATION - ELISSA KIDO
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COGNITIVE AND NON-COGNITIVE FACTORS, CONTRIBUTING TO ACADEMIC 
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INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF MINISTERIAL AND 
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 

GEOFFREY G. MBWANA, MA
General vice president

General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

01 02

03 04

05 06
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INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF MINISTERIAL AND THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
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INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF MINISTERIAL AND THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
GEOFFREY G. MBWANA
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ADVENTIST EDUCATION
A Journey to Excellence

JAIRYONG LEE, THD
President

Northern Asia-Pacific Division
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ADVENTIST EDUCATION, A JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE - JAIRYONG LEE
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ADVENTIST EDUCATION, A JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE - JAIRYONG LEE
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ROLES AND RELATIONSHIPS IN THE GOVERNANCE 
OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST INSTITUTION 

STANLEY PATTERSON, PHD
Professor and Chair of Christian Ministry

Andrews University
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ROLES AND RELATIONSHIPS IN THE GOVERNANCE OF SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST INSTITUTION - STANLEY PATTERSON
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ROLES AND RELATIONSHIPS IN THE GOVERNANCE OF SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST INSTITUTION - STANLEY PATTERSON



452016 LEAD Conference

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTION: ACCOUNTABILITY FOR MISSION 

STANLEY PATTERSON, PHD
Professor and Chair of Christian Ministry

Andrews University
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION: 
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR MISSION - STANLEY PATTERSON
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WHAT DO THE DATA SAY ABOUT 
RETENTION AND EDUCATION?

DAVID J. B. TRIM, PHD
Director of Archives, Statistics, and Research

General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
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WHAT DO THE DATA SAY ABOUT RETENTION AND EDUCATION? - DAVID TRIM
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INCREASING STUDENT ACCESS IN K TO 12 EDUCATION  
A Challenge for Adventist Education int the 21st Century

DAVID R. WILLIAMS, PHD, MPH, MDIV
Florence & Laura Norman Professor of Public Health

Professor of African & African American Studies and of Sociology
Harvard University
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INCREASING STUDENT ACCESS IN K TO 12 EDUCATION - DAVID WILLIAMS
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INCREASING STUDENT ACCESS IN K TO 12 EDUCATION - DAVID WILLIAMS
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INCREASING STUDENT ACCESS IN K TO 12 EDUCATION - DAVID WILLIAMS
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STAND FOR THE RIGHT 
TED N. C. WILSON, PHD, MDIV

President
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF SPEAKERS 

LISA BEARDSLEY-HARDY is Director of Education at the General Conference of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church since 2010.  She studied theology at Newbold College, UK, graduating with a Bachelor 
of Theology from the SDA Theological Seminary, Far East (now Adventist International Institute of Ad-
vanced Studies). She earned an MPH, (Loma Linda University), PhD in educational psychology (Univer-
sity of Hawai’i at Manoa), and an MBA (Claremont Graduate University). She holds ecclesiastical en-
dorsement from the North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists as an educational chaplain and 
associate chaplain in healthcare.  She has served as a commissioner for the WASC Senior College and 
University Commission, has participated in over 100 accreditation visits for various agencies internation-
ally, and currently chairs the board of the Accrediting Association for Seventh-day Adventist Schools, 
Colleges and Universities (AAA).

ADAM FENNER is Director, Adventist Learning Community, North American Division of Seventh-day 
Adventists. Dr. Adam Fenner specializes in U.S.-Latin American relations and holds degrees from Amer-
ican University, Stanford University, and Andrews University. He received several competitive fellowships 
and grants including the prestigious Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship at American University. He has 
taught world history on the college level at Andrews University and US American literature and general 
history in Honduras.  While pursuing his doctorate Fenner worked professionally as a freelance research-
er at the Library of Congress and National Archives in Washington, D.C. http://www.nadadventist.org/
article/1073742551/ministries-services/ministries/education/adam-fenner

ELISSA KIDO, EdD is Professor of Education at La Sierra University, Project Director of CognitiveGenesis 
and Director of the Center for Research on Adventist Education K-12 (CRAE). She has been an educator 
for over 40 years, teaching Language Arts, English, and English Education from the 5th grade through 
graduate school. Her administrative experience includes: department chair, program director, assistant 
graduate dean, associate vice president for academics, and Dean of the School of Education at La Sierra 
University. While dean, the CognitiveGenesis Project was launched—a groundbreaking research study 
to assess the academic achievement of students in Adventist schools in the North American Division. 
At the last NAD Teachers Convention in August 2012, Dr. Kido was awarded the Journey to Excellence 
award for this research and her contributions to Adventist Education.
https://crae.lasierra.edu/about/our-team/

LEIF HONGISTO is president of Middle East University, Beirut, Lebanon since 2009. He earned a BA in 
Theology (Newbold College, UK), a Master of Divinity (Andrews University), MA Theology (University of 
Helsinki), TD in Philosophy, Psychology and Religion (University of Turku) and a PhD in Theology (Åbo 
Akademi University, Finland).  He comes from a family of educators over many generations and spent 
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part of his childhood with his missionary parents in Ghana, West Africa. His immediate family consists 
of Patrizia Veronique, his beloved spouse and companion in the ministry of mission for the Church, as 
well as their two adult sons, Laurent Christopher and Christer Alexandre.

GEORGE R. KNIGHT taught both philosophy of education and church history at Andrews University 
for thirty years.  He earned an EdD from Andrew University.  He has authored and edited almost ninety 
books.  His major titles related to education are Early Adventist Educators (1983), Philosophy and Ed-
ucation:  An Introduction in Christian Perspective (4th ed., 2006), and Myths in Adventism (1985,2009).  
He is retired and lives in Rogue River, Oregon.

JAIRYONG LEE has served as president of the Northern Asia-Pacific region since 2003.  Dr. Lee founded the 
1000 Missionary Movement in1991 in the Philippines when he was professor of theology and dean of the Ad-
ventist International Institute of Advanced Studies (AIIAS) Theological Seminary.  It has since then branched 
to other parts of the world to train front-line missionaries.  He earned a ThD in 1985 at Andrews University.

GEOFFREY MBWANA was elected as a general vice president for the Seventh-day Adventist world 
church in 2010 after serving as president of the East-Central Africa Division.  Born in Tanzania, Mbwana 
spent time in high school and college working as a literature evangelist in India and Sweden. Geoffrey 
Mbwana graduated from Spicer Memorial College with BA in religion and psychology.  He earned a 
MEd from Andrews University and an MA in educational psychology at Poona University, India. He 
chairs the boards of Adventist Development and Relief Agency International (ADRA) and the Interna-
tional Board of Ministerial and Theological Education (IBMTE).

ARMAND ALACBAY iis vice President of Trustee & Legislative Affairs for the American Council for
Trustees and Alumni (ACTA), based in Washington , DC. Mr. Alacbay is responsible for trustee and
government relations related projects. Prior to joining ACTA, he worked in private practice as a trial
attorney and later managed an educational services startup company. Mr. Alacbay received a B.A. in
Economics and English from the University of Virginia and his J.D. from George Mason Univer- sity
School of Law, where he served as Editor-in-Chief of the George Mason University Civil Rights Law
Journal . He is a past president of the alumni association for Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology. His interests include ice hockey and amateur screenwriting.

STANLEY PATTERSON is Professor of Christian Ministry, Chairing the Department of Christian Ministry at 
Andrews University. His primary focus within the Christian Ministries Department apart from serving as de-
partment chair is master and doctoral level classes in leadership and administration. In addition he serves as 
the executive director of the Christian Leadership Center of Andrews University which is dedicated to provid-
ing Christian Leadership development and guidance to organizations and ministry teams around the world.
He has served seventeen years as a pastor in Texas, Wyoming, Colorado, and Georgia, two years as 
a ministerial director in the Greater New York Conference, and twelve years in the Georgia-Cumber-
land Conference as ministerial director and vice-president for pastoral ministries and evangelism.  He 
earned a PhD in Leadership and Administration from Andrews University. His dissertation explored the 
leadership roles and relationships of pastors and educators in the context of the SDA church school.
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GEORGE W. REID earned an MA in theology from the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary 
when it was still in Takoma Park, and pastored 13 years in Oklahoma Conference. He did his ThD at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary (SBTS) in Ft Worth, Texas, and upon completion was invited to 
remain at SBTS as a faculty member. Declining this generous offer, he went to what is now Southwestern 
Adventist University in Keene, Texas, and served 15 years as professor and theology department chair. He 
then came to the General Conference where he served 18 years as director of Biblical Research Institute.

ELLA S. SIMMONS holds the distinction of being the first and only woman to serve as a vice president 
of the Seventh-day Adventist world church as of 2005.  An educator throughout her career, Simmons 
has served as chair for departments of education (Kentucky State University), associate dean (University 
of Louisville), and professor (Oakwood University, La Sierra University).  She gained administrative expe-
rience while serving as academic vice president of Oakwood University and provost and academic vice 
president for La Sierra University. She holds a master’s degree from Andrews University and a doctorate 
in education from the University of Louisville.  She chairs the International Board of Education for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.  She also chairs the boards of the Adventist International Institute of 
Advanced Studies and the Adventist University of Africa.

ALAYNE D. THORPE, is the Dean for the School of Distance Education and International Partnerships, 
Andrews University; and President, Griggs International Academy.  She has a long history in distance ed-
ucation, both as an administrator and a faculty member.  Dr. Thorpe has served as a mentor teacher and 
course developer for both the University of Maryland and Washington Adventist University and as Vice 
President and Interim President of Griggs University.  As an active member of the Distance Education 
Council, the Middle States Association of Schools and Colleges and the Council for International and 
Trans-regional Accreditation, Dr. Thorpe worked to develop accreditation standards and best practices 
for distance education.  She is a professor of English and holds a PhD from the University of Maryland.

DAVID J.B. TRIM is a historian, archivist, and educator whose specialties are in European military history 
and the history of the Reformation. He is the director of Archives, Statistics, and Research at the World 
Headquarters of Seventh-day Adventists since 2010 and a professor at the Seventh-day Adventist Theo-
logical Seminary at Andrews University. Prior to that, he taught at Newbold College and Pacific Union 
College. Trim was born in Bombay, India, to British and Australian missionary parents and raised largely 
in Sydney, Australia. He was educated in Britain: he graduated cum laude from Newbold College with a 
BA in History; his PhD in War Studies and History is from King’s College, London, part of the University of 
London.  He has been a visiting researcher at the Huntington Library, the Folger Shakespeare Library, the 
University of California at Berkeley, and the University of Reading in the United Kingdom. Trim has been a 
Fellow of the Royal Historical Society since 2003.

DAVID R. WILLIAMS is the Florence Sprague Norman and Laura Smart Norman Professor of Public 
Health at the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) and Professor of African and African American 
Studies and of Sociology at Harvard University. He has been on the faculty of Yale University where he 
held appointments in both Sociology and Public Health and at the University of Michigan where he was 
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the Harold Cruse Collegiate Professor of Sociology, and a Senior Research Scientist at the Institute of 
Social Research and a Professor of Epidemiology in the School of Public Health. Dr. Williams holds an 
MPH degree from Loma Linda University and a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Michigan.
He is internationally recognized as a leading social scientist focused on social influences on health. 
He is the author of more than 325 scholarly papers in scientific journals and edited collections and his 
research has appeared in leading journals in sociology, psychology, medicine, public health and epi-
demiology. He has served on the editorial board of 12 scientific journals and as a reviewer for over 60 
journals. According to ISI Essential Science Indicators, he was one of the Top 10 Most Cited Researchers 
in the Social Sciences during the decade 1995 to 2005.
Dr. Williams has appeared on national television and his research has been featured or he has been 
quoted in the national print media including the New York Times, Time, Newsweek, the Wall Street 
Journal, the Washington Post, Essence, Jet and USA Today. He was also a key scientific advisor to the 
award-winning PBS film series, Unnatural Causes: Is Inequality Making Us Sick?

TED N. C. WILSON, is President of the General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church since June 
2010.  Prior to this appointment, he served as General Vice President since July 2000.  He is the son of former 
Adventist world church President Neal C. Wilson and Elinor E. Wilson, and spent part of his childhood in 
Egypt. Dr. Wilson began his church career as a pastor in the Greater New York Conference, directed Metro-
politan Ministries in New York and went on to serve in the church’s then Africa-Indian Ocean Division, based in 
Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire.  Other posts include associate secretary at the General Conference, president of the 
church’s Euro Asia-Division in Moscow, Russia, and president of the Review and Herald Publishing Association. 
An ordained minister, Pastor Wilson holds a PhD in religious education from New York University, an 
MDiv from Andrews University, and an MPH from Loma Linda University School of Public Health. 
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Education is ministry, for in the highest sense the work of education and the work of redemption are one. 
It is the harmonious development of the physical, the mental, and the spiritual powers. It addresses the 

whole person and extends through the whole period of existence possible to human beings. Its aim is to 
cultivate in students principles of truth, obedience, honor, integrity, and purity that will make them a posi-

tive force for the stability and uplifting of society.

The source of this education has as its foundation the Word of God. Godliness, that is godlikeness, is its goal. 
Every human being, created in the image of God, is endowed with a power akin to that of the Creator—indi-

viduality, power to think and to do. True education is designed to develop this power, to cultivate thinkers who 
are not mere reflectors of other people’s thoughts. This education strengthens character to value truth and 

uprightness over selfish desire and worldly ambition.

To these ends Seventh-day Adventist education requires leaders and teachers who believe that all true 
knowledge and genuine development have their source in a knowledge of God. They serve under the 
power, in the wisdom, and by the guidance of God, content only in inspiring students to their utmost 
in the attainment of the highest in academic standards and spiritual maturity, preparation for unselfish 

service. They are committed to modeling and providing to students paths of continuous progress in aca-
demic, social, and spiritual, expansion advancing them as fast and as far as possible.

Scriptural Support:  Ps. 119:105; Prov.30:5,6; John 17:16-17; Ps. 19:1-6; Ps. 33:6,9; Ps. 32:8-9; 
Gen. 2:7; John 3:16; Rom. 1:3-4; Eph. 2: 4-10; 2 Pet. 1:5; 2 Pet. 3: 18; Eph. 2:8-10; Eph. 6:4; 

Rom. 12: 1-2; 2 Pet. 3:13; Deut. 6:6-9; Deut. 11:19; 2 Tim. 2:15; 2 Tim. 3:15,16; James 1:5, James 3:1; 
Eccl. 7:12; Jer. 3:17, Jer. 33:2-3; Col. 2:8; Col. 3:16; Dan. 1:17; Tit. 2:7-8; Prov. 16:16; Prov. 18:15; 

Prov. 4: 13; Prov. 9:10; Prov. 16:3; Prov. 22:6; Prov. 23:12; Isa. 54:13

Drawn from scriptural support of the 28 Fundamental Beliefs and Ellen G. White, True Education: An 
Adaptation of Education, Nampa, ID:  Pacific Press Publ. Assoc., 2000.

GUIDING PHILOSOPHICAL 
STATEMENT ON SDA EDUCATION 
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QUIZ 

Educating for Eternity, Chapter 3:  The Nature of the 
Student and the Reason for Adventist Education
1.	 Discuss the heart of Ellen White’s philosophy of education.

2.	 In what specific ways should the Adventist view of human nature shape the church’s educational sys-
tem?

3.	 In what ways does the Bible’s teaching on human nature “demand” that Christian education be differ-
ent from other philosophies of education?

4.	 What are the implications of the word whole in Ellen Whites understanding of education?

5.	 Are people more like animals or more like God? In what ways? What are the implications of each polar 
position?

Educating for Eternity, Chapter 4:  The Role of the Teacher and the Aims 
of Adventist Education
1.	 In what ways is Christian teaching a form of ministry?

2.	 How does the ministry function affect a teacher’s aims?

3.	 In what ways does the view of teaching as ministry enrich our understanding of the importance of Ad-
ventist education?

4.	 In your own words, describe the purpose(s) of Adventist education.

5.	 What are the implications of that/those purpose(s) for you personally as a teacher?
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Educating for Eternity, Chapter 5:  Curriculum Considerations
1.	 Discuss why the Bible is so important in Christian education.

2.	 In what ways does Herbert Spencer’s question (“What Knowledge Is of Most Worth?”) help us under-
stand a Christian curriculum?

3.	 What are the curricular implications of truth being unified?

4.	 What do we mean when we say that the Bible is the foundation and context of a Christian approach 
to curriculum?

5.	 Why must the curriculum in a Christian school be radically reoriented? What are the classroom impli-
cations of that reorientation?

6.	 What do Adventist educators mean when they speak of a bal¬anced curriculum?

Educating for Eternity, Chapter 8:  Closing Perspective
1.	 What is the essential contribution of all Christian schools to education?

2.	 What is the unique Adventist contribution to Christian education?

3.	 In what ways can Adventist education totally fail in its mission?

4.	 In looking back over this book, discuss the ways that the study of the philosophy of biblical/Christian/
Adventist education can help you shape your ideas and practice.
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NOTES 
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What you have heard from me through many witnesses entrust to faithful people who 
will be able to teach others also. (2 Timothy 2:2 ISV)

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up. (Galatians 6:9 NIV)

You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. (Titus 2:1 NIV84)

Teach my people the difference between the holy and the common and show them 
how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean. (Ezekiel 44:23 NIV)

Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching 
and to teaching. (1 Timothy 4:13 NIV)

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end. (Matthew 28:19-20 NIV)

THE MINISTRY OF TEACHING
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